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Louis Philippe to our own. In 1901, Waldeck-
Rousseau put an end to that anachronism.
Freedom of association was fully granted to all
groups of citizens, but not to unauthorised
religious orders which, with the various monastic
associations, had been so constant in their
opposition to popular liberty.

It is probable that at no distant period even
these restraints upon the orders will be removed.
By the separation of Church and State, the
country has also been freed from one of the most
despotic political rules to which the clergy of
the land were ever subjected, the Concordat.
Whatever one may think of the manner in
which it was abrogated, there can be no doubt
as to the tyrannical character of that celebrated
document, and of the Organic Articles that went
with it, both of which were long and fully ac-
cepted by the Church. Now, Catholic priests,
as far as the government is concerned, are
liberated from all the restraints of bygone days.
Religious bodies, persecuted under the Empire,
now enjoy the greatest liberty. Baptists, Meth-
odists, Theosophists, Buddhists, and Comtists
have the right to preach and practise their
peculiar tenets like Catholics, under the droit
commun.

The development of the press, more than any-